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TO THE 


READER. 


Eader, by the Letter 
of the Romiſh Prieſt, 
which immediately here fol- 
loweth, thou wilt eaſily per- 
ceive, with what craft, and 


artifice, the Romi ſſi Huck- 


ſters endeavour to ſeduce the 


people of our Church of En- 
gland, and generally all of 
the Reformation, to the Com- 
munion of Rome. They tell 
them, that they are out of 
St. Peters Fold, and there- 
fore, of neceſlity, in a ſtate 


' of dammation. 


| 


The firſt greatneſs of Rome 
A3 Was 


To the Reader. 


was founded in the eminency 
of the City, and the conceſſi- 
ons and indulgence of ſome of 
the Emperors, But the ſub- 
tile Popes, perceiving, that 
what former Emperors grant- 
ed, others, in ſucceeding 
times, might revoke, pervert- 
ed that Text Mat. 16. 18. 
Tu es Petrus, c. Thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock, 
&c. to the founding of a 
ſpiritual Monarchy , and the 
claim of both Swords, Tem- 
poral, as well as Spiritual; 
or, at lcaſt the Temporal 
in order to the Spiritual. 
And all Jeſuited Papiſts (nc i- 
ther ſee I how any of them 
that ſubmit to the third Late- 
ran Council, can be other- 
x wile 
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wiſe minded) hold that Prin- 
ces excommunicated may be 
rejected by their own Sub- 
jet t. What good effects this 
New-Goſpel doctrine wrought 
in the World, may appear in 
the inſtances of the murther 
of thole two noble Kings, 
Henry the Third, and Henry 
the Fourth of France, and in 
that deſign of the Fifth of 
November amongſt our (elves 
here in England. 

'Tis ſtrange that all Prin- 
ces in the World are] not a- 
larm'd, as learned,and perſpi- 
cacious King James of bleſ- 
ſed memory was, with theſe 
doctrines. For whatſoever 
Allegiance the Rorraniſt. pre- 
tend to, yet it is evident, that 
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To the Reader. 


an inſtance may fall our, 
wherein they will be forced 
to renownce their obedi- 
ence, either to their Pope, or 
King. 

Take heed therefore, if 
thou art diſengaged from this 
ſedluction, of coming near to 
ſuch ſnares; and if thou art 
(as alas too many of late a- 
mongſt us have been) caught 
in them, break them with all 
ſpeed. 

That fearful inſtance of 
the Learned Latomus (of 


which thou wilt read in the 


Gentlewomans anſwer to the 
Prieſt's Letter, here annex- 
ed, will declare, that the 
greateſt flicklers for Rome's 
intereſt, when they (hall moſt 

need 


To the Reader. 

need it, will find little peace. 

For that may be ſaid of this 
ſpiritual, which Solomon 
ſpake of the carnal Harlot, 
Prov. 7. 26,27. She hath caſt * 
down many wounded : yea m- 

ny ſtrong men have been ſlain 
by her. Her houſe is the way 
to Hell, going down to the 
chambers of Death. 
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Lhe Pꝛieſts Letter, 


Madam, 
Gn: my departure ſrom you, 


I have not forgot your enga- 
ging Charity; what regret 
may, I well have, that contrary to 
your promiſe in the long Gallery, 
you have forgot your Soul, ſo preti- 
ows to God! Madam, return home. 
I libour to get your dear Son Pic. to 
return home. Ton may come hom: 
42 in; noleſi, Madam, like the loſs 
of a Soul, I ſhould be glad to ſuffer 
death, that you would accept of life. 
Some gears paſt, I was in hopes 
the charitable Boxes of * Lezanges * Sealed 
you did ſend me, would bring you pub cog 
f 


h 


12 TheRomiſh Prieſt's Letter, 
in again to St. Peter's Fold, out of 
which no Salvation. Sweet Jeſus 
and his unſpotted Mother grant you 
grace to do well by St. Francis 
Xaverius his interceſſion. Cordi- 


ally wiſhed by, Madam, 


Tour engaged well wiſhing 


Friend and Servant. 


The 


— 


« 
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with the Anſwer thereto. 


The Gentlewomans Anſwer. 


Sir, 

Received your Letter, and, 
I though I cannot deſpiſe the 
zeal of your Charity, yet (I 
thank God) that, through his 
goodneſs, I can now difcern the 
errour of it. I wiſh (and truly, 
I account my ſelf bound thereun- 
to, in R——_ of the care which 
you pro 
you were your ſelf in as good a 
way for Salvation, in reſpect of 
your communiox with the Church 
of Rome, as I am, upon the account 
of my return to my dear Aotber, 
the Church of England. 

Since I ſaw you, [have a little 
better conſidered the Articles of 
our Church, and in them I per- 
ceive nothing commended tomy 
Faith, but what is either expreſly 
conteined in the Holy Scriptures, 
or dedueible, by very good conſe- 


quence, 


eſs for my Soul) that 
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quence, from them. But I am ve- 
ry well aſſured by thoſe, that 
know it, that in ſome Conncil: 
lately held by your Church, and 
particularly that of Trent, there 
are divers Canons (to which you 
will expe& my conſent) neither 
agreeable tothe Holy Scriptures, 
nor conſonant to the purer ages 


of the Church, and yet your Pope | 


Pixs the Fourth, curſeth all that 
are not of that Faith, and exclud- 
eth all from Salvation, that be- 
lieve not according to the Tenour 
of them. Biſhop Aorton was a 
Learned man, and he took pains 
to examine the grounds of the 
peremptory decree of that Pope; 
the Book wherein he did it, is 
called the Grand Impoſiure of the 
mow Church of Rome. I pray per- 
uſe it heedſully and candidly, and 
ſubmit to the truths contcined 
therein. 

As for wy promiſe in the Long 
Gallery, whereof you re-mind 
me, I confeſs my errour in mak- 


* 
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ing it; and I am told that it be- 
ing unlawful in the matter (l 
mean to adhere to your corrupt 
Church) my fin of raſh engagement 
would be heightned by perfor- 
mance, whereas it is ſo far from 
being any, to break it, that 'tis 
my obligation ſo to do. David 
raſhly — to deſtroy all the 
Males in Nabal; Family, but, by 
the pe counſel of Abigail, ra- 
ther broke his oath, than proceed- 
ed to add murder to his paſſion. 
And truly, Sir, though you may 
think it preſumption in me, to give 
advice toa perſon of your calling 
and gravity; yet when conſider 
that David, a great Prophet, and a 
King then anointed, deſpiſed not 
the good counſel of a woman, 
but ſaid with all meckneſs, Bleſſed 
be thy adviſe, and bleſſed be thou. 
(IS. 25. 33.) I ſhall not re- 
pent that I prompt theſe intima- 
tions unto you, but _ ear- 
ne ſily, yet humbly requcſt you, 
75 ood, adjure you jo the fear of 

I 
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God, to break your engagement 
to that peſtilent Society, to which, 
perhaps you are as fotemnly un- 
der the bond of an Oath, (for 
that was, I hear, Pope Pius his in- you 
junction to the Clergy, to em- 
brace. the Trent Faith) engaged, ow 
as David was to avenge himſelf. in 

St. Auguſtine ¶ have heard) was {7 | 
entangled in the herefies of the 55 
Manicheer,, and we are taught 559 
inthe ſacred —— that St. an! for 
once perſecuted the ſaith of Chriſt. the 
— — came, 5 Gal. = | — 
cy, to the fight of their foul er- 650 
rours, and at laſt defended the f 
Faith, which they had oppoſed. 

Some of your preſent perfwa- {an 
ſion, and in the ſame degree of [to 
Office, have ſeen their Snares, pre 
and got (through the goodues {his 
of God) their feet outof them, 80 
and publickly given'the account an- 
of their change; I refer you to I ſea 
their Books, better &»ow#n polſi> | pe, 
bly (andT wiſh accordingly con- * 
ſidered) to your ſelf . than = | we 


with the Anſwer thereto, 


cannot urge you upon more 
weighty terms, than you are 
{pleaſed to prompt unto me, the 


due remembrance of the worth of 


your immortal Soul. 

Sir, I delire to emulate your 
own Charity to my ſelf, and ſay 
in your behalf,as you ſay in mine, 
I ſbould be glad to ſuſſer death, that 
you would accept of life. No loſi 
you ſay (and you ſay truly in it, 
for you ſpeak in conformity to 
'the language of Chriſt himſelf, 
What ſhall it profit a man, if be 
ſbould gain the whole World and 
loſe his own Soul ? ) like the loſs of 
4 Soul, Precious it is to R 
and ſhould it be vile to our ſelves, 
to whom the damage will be only 
prejudicial > God the Father ſent 
his Son to redeem it, God the 
Son ſhed his blood to ranſom it, 
and the Holy Spirit is plaſed to 


| ſeal it with his ſignature, as the- 

/ peculiar treaſure of God. d 

Now then, I beſeech you, Sirzac 

weigh with your ſelf the dange is 
B yecti- 

— 
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God, to break your engagement 
to that peſtilent Society, to which, 
perhaps you are as fotemnly uu- 
der the bond of an Oath, (for 
that was, I hear, Pope Piws his in- 
junction to the Clergy, to em- 
brace the Trent Faith) engaged, 
as David was to avenge himſelf. 
St. Auguſtine (I have heard) was 
entangled in the herefies of the 
Manicheer,, and we are ta 
inthe ſacred — that St. Pawl 
once perſecuted the ſaith of Chriſt. 
Both — came, 7 G0 at 
cy, to the fight of their foul er- 
rours, and at laſt defended the 
Faith, which they had oppoſed. 
Some of your preſent perſwa- 
ſion, and in the ſame degree of 
Office, have ſeen their Snares, 
and got (through the goodaels 
of God) their feet outof them, 
and publickly given'the account 
of their changes I refer you to 
their Books, better Av poſli> 
bly (andT wiſh accordingly con- 
ſidered) to your ſelf- than = 


| 


, 


and ſhould it be vile to our (elves, 
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cannot urge you upon more 
weighty terms, than you are 
pleaſed to prompt unto me, the 
due remembrance of the worth of 
your immortal Soul. 

Sir, I delire to emulate your 
own Charity to my ſelf, and ſay 
in your behalf,as you ſay in mine, 
I. ſhould be glad to ſuſſer death, that 
you would accept of life. No loſs 
you ſay (and you ſay truly in it, 
ſor you ſpeak in conformity to 
the language of Chriſt himſelf, 
What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
ſbould gain the whole World and 


loſe his own Soul ? ) like the loſs of 
4 Soul, Precious it is to n 
to whom the damage will be only 
prejudicial > God the Father ſent 
his Son to redeem it, God the 
Son ſhed his blood to ranſom it, 
and the Holy Spirit is plaſed to 
ſeal it with his ſignature, as the 


peculiar treaſare of God. 
. Now then, I beſeech you, Sir 
weigh with your 1 the dang 
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you expoſe this precious Soul of 
yours unto, and not your own | 
only, but the Souls alſo of as ma · 
ny, as you win to your own er- 
rour, whilſt you tell them, as you 
do me, that Salvation is not to ble 
had owt of $1. Peter's Fold, mean- 
ing thereby, the preſent Church o 
Rome; in which (to ſpeak my 
mind freely to you) I think that 
Salvation can very ſcarcely, if at 
all, be procured by thoſe of it, 
that dye in the conſtant defence | 
of the pernicious errours main- [ 
tained generally by all that ad- 
here unto it. 

To ſpeak nothing of the mani- 
fold, and groſs deviations of your 
Church from both Sacred Scrip- | 
ture, and primitive antiquity; 
as half-Communion, the abſurd do- 
Grine of Tranſubſtantiation, ur- | 
gatory, Divine Service in 4 tongue | 
wot known to the people, that pA 1 
dr #, &c. I ſay to ſpeak | ) 

of theſe, what ſtrange | f 
fall from your own | * 
: Pen | 


i 8.1 


| rous, i 
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Pen in the little Note, which you 
ſent me 3 Sweet Jeſws, and bis un- 
potted Mother, grant you grace to 
do well, by St. Francis Xaverius 
bis Interceſſion ? 

Had you commendq me to the 
grace of Chriſt alone, you had 
done it with good warranty from 
St. Peter, in whom you boaſt. 
— * he, Epiſt. I. 5. 10. 

ace, Cc, make you 
— af hen, ſentle 


yon. Chriſt wich the Father and the 


bleſſed Spirit are one God yo 


knows from any of the bleſſed 


Perſons, we may ask Grace, and 

wilh it for others, ſecurely. But 

to crave it from Creature: (ſuch 

is the Bleſſed Virgin, though ne- 

ver ſo — is very dange- 
not blaſphemous. 

If I be not miſtaken, Divines 


make it an argument of the Di- 


vinity of the ſecond, and third 


| Perſons in the Holy Trinity, that 


in the Scripture ſtile, Grace 1s 


wiſhed from them, in conjundi- h 


is 


20 
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The Romiſh Prieſt'? Letter, 
on with the firſt. . Thus the reft 
of the Apoſtles ſalute, and thus 
they Dey take their leave 
of the Churches to which the 
write. * No mention in theſs 
forms of de Bleſſed Virgin, (he 
is never joined to the Holy Tri- 
nity in ſach prayers for Grace; 
and indeed it God (as St. Peter 
ſpeaks) be the Author of«ll Grace, 
what Grace need we ask of the 
Bleſſed Virgin? 

And then again, I am a little 
ſtartled at theſe words, wnſpotted 
Mother, if you meanno more by 
it, than that the Bleſſed Virgin 
ſince her death is diſcharged from 
all fin, and defilement incident 
(through the fall of our firſt Pa- 
rents) or rather unavoidable to 
our humane Nature, I can eaſily 
admit the term unſpotted; but if 
by the word unſpotted, you in- 
ſinuate ourLadies immaculate con- 
ception , I expect better reaſons, 
than ever yet I have heard al- 
ledged, before I can ſign ſuch an 

Article 


| 


| 
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Article with my faith. I am told, 
that Saint Anſelm ſaith, that the 
Mother of our Lord was conceiv- 
edin fin, and why we ſhould not 
believe him, ſpeaking ſo agreea- 
bly to the language of the Holy 
Spirit, which exempts none, but 
our Lord himſelf, from the com- 
won Contagion, | (ce no reaſon. 

What were the Vertues of 
your Saint Francis Xaverizs (to 
whole interceſſion alſo you think 
fit to commend me) to me is un- 
certain; but this I am moſt ſure 
of, that the interceſſjon of our 
Bleſſed Saviour with his Father, 
is ſufficient for me; that he hath 
commanded all, that labour, and 
are heavy laden, to come unto him. 
Mat. 11.28. and that ſuch as do 
come unto him, be will in no wiſe 
caſt out, John 6. 37. 

[ confeſs, when I made my ap- 
plication to you, I was in great 
trouble; and for my ſudden eaſe, 
was ready to flie unto any pro- 


: | ſeſſion, that would offer me pre- 


B 3 ſent 
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ſent relief. Alas, you know, peo- 
ple falling from an high place, 
catch at any thing within their 
reach; if ſharp Swords, or red bot 
Irons were in their way, they 
would lay hold on them. It was 
(I now percieve) no ſmall flapi- 
dity, and blindneſ; in me, that I 
did not fo fully, as I ſhould have 
done, confider the excellent con- 
ftitution, and pure doctrine of our 
Church of England. For therein 
I now ſee all the comforts, that 
can be imagined requiſite unto 
diſtreſſed Souls, are abundantly 
offered unto me. I have the 
$criptures accurately tranſlated; 
I have the ſenſe of my dear Mo- 
ther, in exact conformity to 
them, laid before me in our 39 
Articles; T may have acceſs unto 
my Confeſſor , in all caſes of my 


perplexities, and I find ſuch of | 


our Prieſts, to whom have made 
my applications, compaſſionate, 
grave, and faithful unto me. But 


they tell me (and I am ver | 
2 — . 


— 
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pleaſed to hear it fromthem) that 
muſt not be diſcouraged, 
though I find not that preſent caſe 
that I long for. Upon my pro- 
ſeſſion of repentance, and faith 
in Chriſt, they are ready to diſ- 
e unto me the benefit, and 
of their abſolution, but if 
I find not preſently that tranſport 
of rejoycing, which (it may 
be) I too haſtily catch at; they 
adviſe me, not to be too much 
diſcouraged, but to wait the 
Lords leiſure; who will have us, 
even after he hath received us to 
pardon, ſometimes by experi- 
ence had the truth of that ſpeech 
in the Holy Prophet Jerem. 2. 19. 
It is an evil and bitter thing that 
thou hait forſaken the Lord thy God 
and that my fear ir not in thee, ſaith 
the Lord God of Hoſis. 

They ſupport me with this aſſu- 
rance, that if I repext, and believe 
the Goſpel, I hall certainly be ſav- 
ed, and if any offer me Conſolation 
vpon ather terms, they do but de- 

| A 4 lude 
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lude me. Whatſoever my diſcou- 
ragements are, they exhort me to 
patience, and the doctrine is the | 
more ſatisfactory unto me, becauſe 
I ſee it to be agreeable to that 
meek reſolution of the Church in 
the holy Prophet tic. 7. 9. Where, 
in her affliction, I ſee her pitching 
upon this concluſion, and ſaying, 
I will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becanſe I have ſinned againſt 
him. 

I am not at all affrighted at 
your denial of Salvation to all ont 
Saint Peter's Fold; I am (ure 
that all pexitent Believers are of 
the Fold of Chriff, in which, ex- 
cept St. Peter himſelf had been a 
Sheep, as well as a Paſtour under 
the great Shepherd, he had un- 
doubtedly periſhed. He preach- 
ed as well, and as good doctrine 
at other places as he did at Rome; 
and the reſt of the Holy Apoltles, 
whereſoever they preached, de- 
Iivered the ſame truths, that he 


did, to the Church of Chrilt, 1 


-e 
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If Rome in ſucceeding times 
(by being the ſeat of the Empe- 
rours) became a more eminent 


City than her Siſters, and the 


Biſhops of it obrained any extre- 
ordinary priviledees by their fa- 
vours; all theſe things are ex- 
trinſecal to the ſubſtance of the 
Chriſtian Faithz which, when 
Rome ceaſed to deliver in that 
purity wherein St. Peter taught it, 
ſhe can with no better pretenſions 
lay claim to Saint Peter, than the 
Jews of old did to Afoſer. Whom 
Chriſt tells (notwithſtanding all 
their boaſting in him) that they 
did not believe his writings. 
And truly I think the ſame might 
now be (aid in ſeveral inſtances, 
to thoſe of Rome, in reference 
to St. Peter, of whom ſhe glori- 
eth. Had they believed St. Pe- 
ters writings, they would never 
condemn thoſe Churches, as He- 
retical, which in no point deny 
them. ; 
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I do nor, Sir, profeſs my ſelf 
able to conteſt with one of your 
profeſſion, neither have I, to pro- 
voke you to diſpatation, written 
ſo large an anſwer to your few 
lines. But Saint Peter, to whoſe 
Fold you invite me, and in whoſe 
Fold (not excluding the reſt of 
his Fellow-Apoſtles, for the 
names of all the Twelve were 
written in the twelve foundati- 
ons of the Holy Jeruſalem, Apocal. 
21, 14.) becauſe we adhere to 
his doctrine, we believe that we 
of the Church of England now 
live, giveth me warrant to ſpeak 
what I here declare, when he 
thus exhorteth us 1 Epiſt. Chap.3. 
Verſ-15. Be ready always to give 
an anſwer to every man that 4. 
eth you a reaſon of the hope that 
is in you, with meekneſ7 and ſear. 
Ia that weekpreſs and ſear, thus 
commended unto us by ours, as 
well as your Saint Peter, nay 
more our, than yours, nay (give 

me 


with the Anſwer thereto 27 
me leave to ſay it) our, and 
not yours, in our matters of dif- 
ference, I humbly give you this 
Anſwer, and reſt, 


Sir, 
_ 7 Tour aſſured Friend, 
and humble Servant 
[ in Chriſt. 


Poſtſcript. 
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Poſtſcript. 


Sir, 


Ecauſe you tell me, in efe@, 
that I muſt be damned, if [ 
ſhould die out of the Communion 
of your Church, give me leave 
(in regard, that I am not fo well 
able to argue rationally, as to ob- 
ſerve Hiſtorical paſſages, which 
ſometimes are Commentaries up- 
on diſpeteble truths) to acquaint 
you with a ſhort Hiſtory, which 
I minded, when heard is, the 
more heedfully, becauſe it diſ- 
charged me from that fear, 
which your Severity is apt to be- 
get in the minds of unſettled Pro- 
teftants. *Tis this 3 and you will 
findit, as my Friend, who tran- 
flated it out of Latin for me, al- 
ſureth me, in the third part of 
Solomon Glalſias his expoſition of 
the Goſpels, page 277, and 278. 
Jacobus Latomus was in exceed- 
ing great reputation among ſi the 
Divines 


1 


Divine of aur time, becanſe he 
had written againſt. the Lutherans 
ſomewhat more learnedly, than ei- 
ther Clitopheus, or Eckius, or 
Roſſenſis; and all thought bim 4 
perſon of candour, and that he 
had written according to the con- 
viction of his own conſcience. , 
This Perſon, when he drew near 
his death, commanded our Maſters 
to be called, and as they flood by 
him, with groans and deeep fetebi 
ſighs, ſaid; Itbereſore commanded 
you to be called, that I might teſtifie 
unto you, that the doGFrine of Lu- 
ther, which you furiouſly perſa- 
cute, is the true doctrine of Chriſt, 
the Apoſtles and the Church, and 
this, which you defend is impious, 
and di abolical; and I my ſelf, for 
certain writings of mine, which I 
have lately, againſt the convidtion 
of my conſcience and knowledee , 
ſet forth againſt the Lutherans, #0 
eratifie you, am a damned man. 
When in horrour and aſtoniſh- 
ment 
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went at this ſpeech, they looked one 
on another, and thoſe that were 
more ingennome, exhorted him, not 
to diſpair of the mercy of God, 

«lthough be were perſwaded, that be 
hed done wickedly 5 He, commemo- 
rating many paſſeges concerning 
the puniſhments exile of godly 
wen, who by his iuſtigation were 
either ſlain or baniſhed, at laſt, with 
ings, added; in vain you la- 
to comfort me, for I cer- 
tainly vom, that | am damned, and 
with theſe words gave up the Ghoſt. 
Glaſſes aſſirmeth that he receiv- 
ed this Hiſtory out of D. Aleſis 
in his Expoſition of the 41 P/alm. 
And truly, Sir, though you may 
condemn it, as a Fable, 
yet for my part, I am ſo far from 
diſtruſting the truth of it, that I 
wonder, that many of your beſt 
Scholars do not leave this World 
in the ſame convictions; and in- 
deed, it is veryprobable,that they 
do, and ſome times declare as 


much. But ſuch conſeſ/zons are 
like 
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like the Guard of Sonldiers Nar- 
ratives of our Saviours Reſarre- 
ion, they are ſtrangled (as the 
Male-children were commanded 
to be in Egypt) as ſoon as they 
are born, 4 not oy bribery, yet 
by intereſt, which knows no in- 
gemnity, nor will admit of any 
diſcoveries, againſt its own con- 
cerns, though never ſo pernici- 
o. [I wiſh you a better temper, 
and in that hearty defire, com- 
mend you to the God of trat, 
aſſuring you, that I will never be 
(by Gods aſſiſtance) moved from 
the proſeſſiom of that holy Religion, 
wherein now I (ſtand, though I 
ſhall ever be ready to teſtifie my 
thanks to you, for your charita- 
ble affections, and remain 


Tours, in all Chriſtian 


affeTion and ſervice. 


Sir, 


1 
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Sir, 


After my Letter was written, 
but before it was ſealed, [ 
conſidered a little, what your 
Saint Francis Taveris his merits 
might be, unto whoſe Patronage 
you are pleaſed to commend me. 
I am informed, that he is a Saint 
of a late Canonizetion; firlt a 
Proſelyte of, and then a Confe- 
derate with Jgnatizs de Loyola; 
and truly, I think, not far from 
ſome of his Enthuſiaſtical rap- 
tures. He, with Jenatize, indeed 
got Pope Paul the thirds approba- 
tion to be allowed with ſome o- 
thers, as a Religions Society, in 
the year 1540. But there is an 
expreſſion in that Popes Letters 
* Vid. Re-* (of Grant) which may beget 
* Feſai- a fcalauſſie, that the Pope had an 
f eye to the ſervice he might have 
from them, as well as to the de- 
votion of the men, if at leaſt he 


thought them devout. His words 
| [ 
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I hear, run thus. We have Lately 
bear, . that Ignatius de Loyola, 
and Peter Faber, and Francis 
Xaverius, &c. inſpired (a: 'tis 
piouſly believed) with the Holy 


Gboſt.*coming from ſeveral quar- 0 


ters of the World, met together, 
and being conſederate into a So- 
ciety, haue renounced the ſnares 
of this World, and for ever devo- 
ted their lives to the ſervice of our 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and of ur, and 
of our ſucceſſours , the Biſhops of 
Rome, Oc. 

I ſuppoſe the Pope might 
have ſo much of banane frailty 
in him, as to take all in good 
part, that ſuch /worn Servants 
of his ſhoald enterpriſe. 

Upon theſe grounds I believe 
the following Popes, Gregory 
the fiſteenth, and his ſucceſſor 
Urbanus the eighth, had ſuch bigh 
eſtimation of this Francis; inſo- 
much that the one declared him 


a Sant, and the other Canan 
C ed 
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red him. Tam told, that he had 
ſo behaved himſelf in preaching 
to the Indians, that he is call- 
ed their Apoſtle. But truly, to 
ſpeak my mind freely to you, 

his atchievements there, ſeem to 
me very difficult to be believed. 
I doubt, whether all the ariracles 
of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles record- 
ed in the Scripture may be equal 
to thoſe mentioned in Urban's 
Letters for the Canonization of 
your XYaverims. * 

'Tis ſaid ja them that be defix- 
ed bis eyes, in his exſtatick rap- 
tures, on the Heavens; that his 
whole body, by divine force, 
would be elevated trom the earth, 
and his face ſo inflamed, that it 
would repreſent Angelical clari- 
ty; and he would cry out, it is 
enough Lord, it i: enough. And, 
when he ſaid Maſs (the abomi- 
nation, as 'tis now celebrated, 
of your Komiſh Service, as the 
Learned Doctor Brevint excel- 

lently 


* 


— 
— ͤmg¼H 


E 


— 
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| lently ſhews us) he wonld be 


1 


fo alienated from his ſenſes 
(which indeed I believe ) that 
the Miniſters preſent in the 


| ſervice could not, in ſome com- 


cow 


petent time, by pulling bis Gar- 
ments, excite bim to his atten 
dance on the Work he Lad. in 
hand. And otherwiſe, the pes- 
ple could obſerve him advanced 
( wondrine at the miracle) a 
Cubit above the earth. He wore 
ſuch tattered Rags (and is this 
a piece of merit?) that the 
Boys ſometimes would mock , 
and deride him. Of the like 


nature is his frequent walkings 


on the hot Sands, and on Thorns 


| 


themſelves, drinking the polluted 
waters, with which be had waſh- 
ed the ſoars of diſeaſed people. 
And then, his ability to ſpeak 
the Languages, which be never 
learnt, and to be underſtood , 
ſome times, by men of ſeveral 
tongues, when he ſpake one, thas 

C 2 W4t 
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was ſtrange to the Auditowrs, till 
he began to preach, is as much, 
if not more, than what was 
granted to the bleſſed Apoſiles et 
the Feaſi of Penticoſi. Tis 
ſtrange to me, that he fou 
caſt a Crucifix into the Sea, to 


ſtill the Weaver, and ſtranger 


yet, that having loſt it by vio- 
lence of the florm, it ſhould be 
brought to bim, as be walked on 
the Shore, in the month of « ge- 
Crab. 

I marvel (though you read 
this, and much more as Romen- 
tick in the Popes Letters) that 
you can credit all this done by 
a perſon, about an hundred years 
ſince; eſpecially ſeeing the 
Learned Fathers about four hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, judged 
the age of miracles to be paſt, 
and our belief of thoſe only, 


that are recorded in the Holy 


Scriptures, to be ſufficient no 


for our preſent Sati:faTion. 
| Beſides 
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Beſides, were the wiracles re- 
ported to have been done by 

( him true, and the man as good, 
as you think him to have been, 
I conceive his interce{/zon far a- 
ny particular perſon to be a 
point uncertain, and truly, as 
long as we have the interce(- 
ſion of Chriſt, altogether ſaper- 

ONS. 

I am reſolved therefore, to 

| leave your Tverf to the quis 

| et enjoyment of the eie | 


* 5 


which he hath obtained (if at 
leaſt he be in a ſtate of bliſs) 
and to give him no interruption, 
in any concerns of my Soul, 


FINIS. 


Errata. 


T* the ſecond Page to the Reader, I. 20. for 
third t. fourth, vid Concil. Lateran, ſub Inno- 
centio 3* cap. 3. de Heretic, 
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